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disagree among themselves, because any rapprochement would
entail concessions they do not wish to make.
Vanity, of course, is also involved. Lord Castlereagh thought
himself in a position to make the Emperor of Russia give in,
and he has only embittered him.
Finally, a feeling of jealousy against France is added to all
these motives. The allies thought that they had defeated her
more severely; they did not expect her to have the best army
and the best state of finances in Europe; now they realize it
and admit it, and they have reached the point where they are
regretting the Treaty of Paris, are blaming it on each other,
and are unable to understand by what magic they were in-
duced to make it, and are saying so, even in the conferences
and to our faces.
The peace of 1814 was the greatest victory achieved by
the monarchy. It was by that peace, and not by the Battle
of Leipzig and the invasion of France, that it vanquished
the Revolution for a century, until 1914. A Napoleonic
peace would have preserved the Revolution in its most
dangerous form. And yet already in November, 1814, the
great monarchies of Europe, exasperated by the difficulties
of reconstruction, were beginning to wonder if it would
not have been better to have dismembered France; they
were regretting the great triumph of the constructive
mind over the spirit of adventure, of courage over fear,
of good over evil, which had saved the world, and they
wanted to re-establish their league against France. It was a
tremendous piece of luck that the great powers had com-
mitted themselves on several essential matters in the
Treaty of Paris. Many mistakes, which the confused state
of affairs during .November and December might have led
them to make, had thereby become impossible.
Yet, though they were beginning once more to fear their
former enemy, were they at least working in harmony to
give peace and order to the world? Each of them under-
stood that, in order to reconstruct Europe, he would have
to make concessions. The question of Saxony, for instance.